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ZYOr ttuth of this 
5 Hiſtory enſuing, 
NE beſides circum- 
XS ſtances of place, 
BEE perſon, time, Oc- 
 caſion, ſo exactly obſerved : 
I reterre my felt ro the Rela. 
tion of thoſe Godly men, who 
in ſeveral Languages have ma- 
nifeſted to the world the ſeve- 
ral paſſages thereof : and al- 
though I am not ignorant, 
thar at the firſt they were not 
onely not credited, bur alſo 
diſcredited and flandered, by 
ſuch as found them to be a| 
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CODY DOIN Reon mg 


A Preface. 


| Blur to the Rowane Profeſſion, 


yet they loſt not their luſtre 
thereby, bur being acquitted 


by many Compuregators of ſe- 
 veral Nations,and ſome of the 
| Romiſh Religion, being all of 
[them ſpeRarors of this Trage- 
dy:trocc-fioned nor only a fur- 
'thermanifeſtation& confirma- 
tionof rhe truth, buralſoa large 
and more frequent confluence, 


'tro ſee that which they had for- 


merly onlyheard of. This part- 
ly appeareth out of the ſuc- 


outof an Apology written by 
Yergerius Biſhop of Fuſtino: le, 
who was accuſed for diſperſing 
the fame of this Example to 
the ſtain of Popery, in which 
Apology to. Rottan, Suffra- 
gan of Padua, is ſhortly and 


ſaid, what was done, andwho| 


—— 


ceeding Story : but morefully| 


plainly declared , what was|. 


were 


w—_——— 


| A Preſace. 


were preſent, If that ir be 
demanded, what moved me to 
compile this Treatiſe : Spirs, 
[tell chem thar it ſhould teach 
fear and reverence, and indeed 
| among all choſe that cometo 
{ce him, few or none returns 
unſhaken. Yerzerizs in his firſt 
Epiſtle ſaith - I would fain 
go ſce him again, burl exceed- 
| ingly fear and tremble : and 
{in his Apology ſaith, iris ſuch 
a rare example, as I would 
willingly go to the furtheſt 
| | parts'of the world to hear or 
| ſcethe like. The Lady Fane 
ro her Fathers Chaplaine (thar' 
had faln into Spira's ſinne) 
{aith, remember the lamenta- 
| ble cſtare of Spirxa. Tacknow- 
ledge that there hath been for- 
| merly a Book publiſhed in our 
—_ tongue, concerning 
this ſubje; but as far as I can. 
A, TE 


—y — J_—— — _ 


— — ———— 


aS—_ SS ad. Ae... ated iow , 


thing ſo large and various as 
this preſent Treatiſe, and as ] 
{have heard, a tranſlation of 
onely one of the Tradtates 
from whence I have gathered 
this preſent Diſcourſe in part. 
Concerning my care and fide- 
litie inthis buſincſle, it is fuch 
as I may truely ſay with 
out changing of colour, 


'chat there is not one| 


ſentence of all this Wotk at- 
[<E unto the perſon of 
Spire, but it hath its warrant, 
cither from the Epiſtles of 
' Vergerizes and Gribaldus, Pro- 
; fcflours of the Law in Padua- 
or from the diſconries of Hen, 
ry Scringer a Scotiſh man, Sigif- 


and Mart. Beeha a Divine of | 


| 


Baſal :r.either have I taken any| 
Le, 
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A Preface. | 
learn(for I could never yet ob- | 
tain any of them) it was no: | 


mand Gelons a Tranſilvanian, | ' 


BET” n=: | 
' | other libercie then as arelation | 


A Preface. 
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ro weave the aforeſaid Dif 


B 


| Writers, wete before counted 


courſes one within another, ſo 
| as thoſe which under ſeveral | 


ſeveral, are now by my in- 
deavours reduced into into one 
intirce Hiſtory, connexed by 
due ſucceſſion of time and oc-| 
cafion, as punCtually as could 
be aimed at, by the circum- 
ſtances noted in the Writings 
| of thoſe holy and learned men 
| before named. 


| 


| Al Hell, 4 ſpirit af one wound ; whocan | 


mn | 


Ef 


Author ' | | 
To the ) & pot this Hiſtory, | 
Reader 


ome ſcattered parcels of this Story lay. 
In Forraign Papers ; which had(t not found « way 
_ z been obvious pri, 


_ _— — ,— mt 


Reader wou'd'ſt [ce how (o1#ing *gainſt the light, 
mig quench, and leave the ſoul in a ſad night 
Of diſcontenrs. Come hither Reader then, look here, 

And leary light- quenching ſins to | 


(ſear. 
Readey woula'ſt ſee the comfort breathing Spirit | 
To grieve, What curcleſs grirf's it doth demerit 2? 

Come hither then look here. | 
Here fee a ſoul that's all deſpair : A may | 


A wounded ſpirit bear > | 


Reader would" [ee (what mayeſt thou never ſee!) 
Deſpairs, Racks, Tortures, whips of burning Reel > 
Come then 100k here. 


Behold. 
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Behold this max, this Furnkce, in whoſe heart, 
Sin hath created Hells, Oh in each part 
What flames appear ! 
_ _ all tings, words ſworas, brimfone bis 
reath, 
His fegbs flames, wiſhes curſes, life a dedth ; 
A thouſand deaths live in him, he not dead 


| A breathing Coarſe in living ſcalding Lead : 


And yet be lives ouy Monument ; to tell 
How black are quenched lights ; 
eDuench't joyes are double frights, 
Black dayes are double nights ; 
Heaventaſted, loſt, 8 double Hel, 


T have call'd thee, Reader, pay ſo be, 

Read this that others read not thee. 
Legas Hiſtorian, 

Ne fs Hiſtoria. 
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nine dayes wonder; elſe would 
he, when he exemplified Lots 


wite, 
ſtatue 


of laſting ſalt ; which: ſtood, 
as Foſephus tels us, rill his age, 
after the deſtruction of Fers- 


ſale : 


report, till at this day : wt qued- 
dam hominibus preſtaret condi-. 


—_— 


Xcraordinary Examples 
of divine Juſtice, God 
never intended for a| 


have turned her into a 
of mclting ſnow,; nor 


and as ſome Travellers 


mentnm, quo ſapiant unde illigd ; 
| Caveatnr exemplum : Aug. dt: 
civit. Dei, /ib. 16, cap. 30. for | 
aſcaſon againit corruption, a ! 


preſervative againſt Apoſtacy. 
| This Tragedie,when freſh and 
new, was the converſion and 
| confirmationof ſundry Wor: | 


_— 


A thies : 
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| rhies: Yergerizes,a daily ſpecta- 
tor thereof, torſaking a rich 
Biſhoprick of F#/ti»opolis, and 
rents of Antichriſt, went to Baſs/ 
anddycd a worthy Proteſtant: 
many Nations had Eye-wit- 
neſfſes of their own Students 
then inthe Univerſity of Padua 
who penned the ſtory, the 
Copies whereof are frequently 
revived 5 our Engliſh ones 
were very defefive, and now 


ſundry Manuſcripts of this 
abroad, imperfet ; which 
moved me to compare this la- 
bour of a worthy Gentleman 
(who faithfully cranſlated ir our 
of Ntalian, French and Datch 
Letters) with the LZatine of 
(elius Secundns, Cnrio, Matthe- 
#5 Griba/dgs, proteflors of the 


| Civil Law in Padu« : Siziſ- 


mond Gelous 4 Tranſfiluanian, 


Hewricus 


—_— 


worn out of ſhops and hands; 


as _ wu... foi Hes [1.9 A 
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Henricns Scots, all daily viſi- 
tors of Spira, and find it ac- 
cord with them. Touching 
Spira's perſon, I find moſt 
learned Writers do incline x0 
the right and hopeful hand; 
moved by his ſweet, humble, 
and charitable ſpeeches ; ſome 
tew deſperate ones excepted, 
that fell from him in ſome little 
agonics, which kepthim faſting 
and watching about ftx 
moneths ſpace, cating nothing 
bur what was forced down his 


chroat, The ſumme of Cal/vins 
and Borrhaus their counſels* is, 
thar all learn to take heed of 
bakſliding, which Gods ſoul 
abhors, and nor todally with 
Conſcience,and hell on carth, 
if juſtly incenſed ; more to be 
feared then t he Spaniſh Inqui- 
fition, or all the Strappadoes 


and rorments in the world: 
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and co take heed of Spirs's 
principal Errors: which were, 
to diſpute with Satan over- 
buſily in time of weaknefle ; 
eſpecially ro reaſon, and con- 
clude from preſent ſenſe, ro 
Gods paft Reprobation, and 
fature Damnation : both 
which is hard, if poſſible, for 
any man to determine in his 
own, much more in others ca- 

ſes :{o commending thee to his 
grace, who is able to eſtablith 

thee to the end : I bid thee 
farewel, and hope well, while 
the ſpace of Grace laſteth: Dur 
ſpiras, ſpers ; ſo mayeſt thou 
rake good and no hurt, by the 
»— of this terrible Exam- 
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A 
RELATION 
of the fearful e- | 


ſlate of Francis © 


AN the year 15 4, 
N27 when the glori-: 


' 


WE ous Sun of. the 
dF Goſpel was but 
newly riſen in Eu- 
'rope; in the days of the raign 
of Edward, the Sixth-of that 
name, King of Ex GLAND. 
In the Territorie, and, under 
the Juriſdiction of the City of 
Venice, being the very border | 


HO RES 


of 1zaly, in the town of (tta- 
A 3 della. 


— ©. tA »” 
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CA relation of the fearful 
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| 1a, lived one Francis Spira, 
a Civil Lawyer, an Advocate 
of great rank and eſteem, be- 
ing of known learning, and 
 cloquence,of great experience, 
of ' carriage circumſpet and 
| ſevere, his ſpeech grave and 
compoſed, his countenance 
ſharp and auſtere, every way 
befitting that authority where- 
unto he was advanced,endow- 
ed with outward bleſſings, of 
wife, and eleven children, 
and wealth in abundance:what 
his worſt parts were, I have no 
other warrant then his own 
words, which (if not tainted 
overmuch with the bicterneſſe 
of a deſperate minde, and bea- 


ring the countenance rather of 
paſſion, then of ſober confeſſi- 
on) may ſeem to add a period 

to all further commendati- 
Ons. 


ec x 
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| | eſtate of Francis Spira. 


| *<7 was (ſaith he) exceſcive- 


« }, covetous of mony, and ac- 
© cordingly 1 applyed my ſelf #0 


© get by injuſtice, corrupting Ju- 
<< tice by deceit, inventive tricks 


© 10 delnde juſtice : grod canſes 
© Ter her defended deceitfully, or 
© ſold them to the adverſary per- 
« fdiouſly ill cauſes I maintai- 
<« ned with all my might : Iwit- 
|< 171g oppoſed the known iruth, 
© and the truſt committed unto 
\* me, I either betrayed or per- 
*werted. Thus having worn 
out forty four years , or 
'thereabouts, and the news of 
the new, or rather newly re- 
,vived opinions of Luther 
, comming into thoſe parts, re- 
| preſented an object of novelty 
unto him; who being as deſi- 
|rousto know, as he was fa- 
| mous tor knowledge, ſuffered 
| nottheſe wandring opinions to 


| A 4 paſſe 
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| 


| his wife, children, and fami- 
ly; and after to his friends, 


| pals unexamined ; bur ſearch-, 
ing into the Scriptures, and in- | 


ro all books of Controverſie | 


| that he could ger, both old and | 


new; and finding more then | 
fame or opinion, he began to 
taſte their nature ſo well, as he 
entertains, loves, and ownes 
them at length; and with ſuch 
zeal, as he became a profeſſor, 


yeaareacher of them, urns! 


and familiar acquaintance, and 
in compariſon, ſcem'd to neg- 
le all other affaires ; inten- 
ding ever to preſs this main 


point, that We muſt wholly, and 


| 


! 


| onely depend on the free and un- 
chanzeable love of God in the 


death of Chriſt, as the onely ſure 
way t0 ſalvation : and this was 
the ſummeof all his diſcourſe: | 
and this continued for the ſpace 

of / 


—— —— 
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CA relation of the fearful | 
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' [ſo as the whole Province of 


eſtate of Francis Spira. 


walls, bur at length, it brake 
forch into publick meetings, 


Padua dawned by the luftre 


rhereof, The Clergy finding 
the trade of their pardons to 
decay; and their Purgatory to; 
wax cold, began to beſtirre 
themſelves : gloſing their acti- 
ons, firſt, with calumnious 
aſperfions upon the whole 
profeſſion; then more plainly 
ſtriking at Spirs with grievous 
accuſation. And to eftc their 


| others favour, ſome advice, 0- 


| 


C——— 


Popes Legare, refident at i Ye- 
| | nice, 


purpole, ſome promiſe labour, 


thers: maintenance; all joyn 

ro divide, cither his ſoul from 

his body, or both from God. 
Now was: Fohy Cafa, the 


of ſix years, or thereabouts ; | 
| even ſo long as this fire could, 
[keep it ſelf within private 


A5 


_—_—_ 


OY —_ 


A relation of the fearfull. 


ts a 
—_— —— RE 
4 + .& 


| aice, being by birth a Floren- 
tine: and one that wanted nei- | 
cher malice againſt thoſe. of 
this way, nor crattineſſe ro 
effect his malicious purpoſes ; 
To him thefe men repair with 
out-cries againſt Spzra, that 
he was the man that condem- 
ned rhe received rites of the 
Church - deluded the Eccle 
ſtaſtical power, and ſcanda- 
lized the policic thereof : one 
of no mean rank : being a 
'man of Account and autho- 
ry,and thereunto learned inthe 
Scriptures, elegant in ſpecch : 
and in one word, a dangerous 
Latheran- : having alſo many 
| diſciples, and'therefore not to 
| be deſpiſed. 
At this began the Zegat to 
caft his eye onthe terrible al- 
eration that lately had hap- 
ned in Germany; where, by the 
means: 
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eſtate of Francis Spita. 
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| | means of one onely Luther,the 


Romiſh Religion had ſuffered | 
ſuch a blow, as that it could 
neither be cured by diſſimula- 
tion, nor defended by power : 
bur the: Clergy muſt either 
mend their manners, or loſe 
their dignitics - on the other 
ſide, when he ſaw how pro- 
penſe the common people, in- 
habiting in the bordering 
Countries of 7zaly , were to! 
entertain thoſe new opinions, 
he now thought it no time to 
diſpute, or perſwade : but with 
ſpecd repairs to the Sexate, and 
procures authority from them | 
ro ſend for Sp##4. 

Spira by this time had con- 
ſidered with himſelf of the 
nature of his carriage , how 
evident and notorious it was, 
and therefore ſubject ro be-en- | 
vied by ſuch, as neither liked | 

y | his? 


Os 


A relation of the fearful. | 7 


| his perſon nor religon; he 
| rnngowen that his opinions 
were neither retired. nor ſpe- 
cularive, bur ſuch as aimed at 
the overthrow of the Romiſh 
FaCion,. and a change of po- 
licy; wherein ar the beſt, he 
(could expe bur a bloody vi- 
[ory ; and that his enemics 
wanted neither power nor Oc- 
cafion, to call him ro account 
in publick : when he muſt e&i- 
ther Apoſtatize, and ſhameful- 
ly give his former lite, yea his 
own conlcience,the lye, or en- 


dure theutmoſt malice.of his 
deadly enemies ; or forſake 
his wife , children, friends, 
goods, authority - yea, his 
dear Countrey ; and betake 


himſelf to a forraign people, 
there" to endure a thouſand 


miſeries, that do continually 


wait upon a. voluntary cxile. 
Being 


— - 
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| eſtate of Francis Spira. 


| he| | Being thus diſtracted, and tol- 
10NS|-| ſed in the reſtleſs waves of 
[pe-| | doubt, without guide to truſt 
dat to, or haven to fly to for ſuc- 
miſh | cour - on the ſuddain, Gods 
Spirit affiſting, he felt a calm, 
Ee! [and began to diſcourſe with 
- | *| himſelf, in this manner. 
| . Why wandveſt thou thus in un 
certainties, unhappy man? Caſt 
| away fear, put on thy ſhield, the 
' (bield of faith ; Where ts thy won- 
ted courage,thy goodneſſe thy con- 
' ſtancy? remeber that Chriſts glory 
| lies at the ſtake : ſuffer thon with- 
ont fear, he will defend thee,he 
_ wiltelthee what thon ſha tenſwee: 
| hecan beat down all danger, bring 
thee out of priſon, raiſe thee from 
' | the dead;c5fider Peterinthe dun- 
geon, the Martyrs inthe fire; if 
thou makeſt a gedd confeſcion,thou 
maicfh indeedgoto priſen,or death 


| 


 — 


but ax eternal reward in heaven! 
| remains 
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remains for thee : What haſt thog 
in this world comparable ts Eter- 
nal life,to everlaſting happine(ſe? 
if thos do:ſt otherwiſe, think of 
the ſcandal; (common people live 
by example, thintine whatever 
is done,s well done;) fear the loſs 
of peace an1joy, fear hell, death, 


| be ſo ſirong, as 16 cauſe thee to 
doubt of the iſſue, fly thy Coun- 
| trey ; get thee away,thouth never 
{o far rather then. deny the Lord 
of life. 

Now was Sptra in reaſona- 
ble quier, being reſolved to; 
yicld ro theſe weighty rea- 
ſons : yet holding it wiſdom 
to examine all things, he con- 
ſults alſo with fleſh and blood; 
thus the. battel doth renew, 
and the fleſh Þegins in this} 
manner : Be well adviſed, fond 


| 


and eternal wrath ; or if thy fleſh 


| 


_ » Conſider reaſons on both 


files 
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e/late of Francis Spira. 


Il 


' fides, and then judge : how canſt 
thou thns owerween thine own 
| ſufficiency, as thou neither re- 
garde the examples of thy Pro- 
| genitors, nor the jndgerment of 
| the whole Church : doeſt thou not 
conſider, what miſery this thy 
raſhneſſe wil bring #hee unto?thon 
ſhalt loſe all thy ſubflante, gotten 
with ſo mach care and travel : 
| thon ſhalt undergo the moſt 
| exquiſite teorments that malice it 
ſelf can deviſe : thou ſhalt be 
counted an Heretick of all : and 
to Cloſe up all , theu ſhalt die 
| ſhamefally. What thinke# thou 
| of the loathſome linking dan- 
geon, the bloody axe, the bur- 
ning fagot ? are they delightful ? 
Be wiſe at length, and keep thy 


| 19 do much good to 200d men, as 
Goa commands thee : thou mayeſt 
be aw ornament to thy Connirey ; 
" 


| life and honour : thou mayeſt live | 


—— — > Ae—— Aa<—— -— — — — 
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A relation of the fearfull, | 


and put Caſe, thy Countries hoſe | 


would be of ſmall eſteem with 
thee , Wilt than bring thy friends 
alſo into danger 2 thou haſt be- 
gotten children, wilt thou now cut 
their throats, awd inhumanely 
butcher them, which may in time 
bring honour to their Countrey, 
zlory to God, help and further- 
ranceto his Church? go tothe 


feſs thy fault, and belp aft 
theſe miſeries. Thus did the 
carcs of this world, and the 
deceitfulneſs of riches, choak 
rhe good Seed that was for-; 


lurements of this preſent 
world ; and being thus blin- 
ded, he goes to the Legat at 
Venice, and ſalutes him with 
this news. 


Having for theſe divers 
years! 


——  — ——— 


Legzat, weak man, freely con-' 


merly ſown - ſo as fearing, he| 
 faints, and yields unto the al- 


| obedience,to the Supreame Biſhop, 


| [ory for what is paſt ;, and T hnm- 


[ro faint, he purſues him to. 


———, 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 


years entertained an opinion Cons 


lcerning ſome Articles of faith, 


contrary to the Orthodox, and: 


[received judgment of ihe 
| Charch,axd utterred many things 
azainſt the anthority of #he| 


Church of Rome, and the u- 
niverſal Biſhop : 1 hambly «c- 
knowledge my fault and Error, 
and my folly in mifleading others: 
1 therefore yield my (elf in all 


into the Boſome of the Church of 
Rome ; never to depart again 
from the traditions and decrees 
of the holy See : 1 am heartily 


bly beg pardon for ſo great an of- 
ence. | 
The Lezat perceiving Spira | 


the utmoſt ; he cauſcth a re- 
citation of all his Errors to be 
drawn in writing, rogetk.er 


( with | | 
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A relation of the fearful 


with the Confeflion annexed 
coit, and commands Spire to 
| ſubſcribe his name there, | 
which accordingly he did, 
then the Zegate commands 
him to return to his own 
Town - and there to declare | 
this Confeflion of his, and to 
acknowledge the whole Do- 
rine of the Church of Rome 
to be holy, ' and true, and ro 
abjurethe Opinions of Luther, 
and other ſuch Teachers, as| 
falſe, and Heretical : Ian 
knowes the beginning of ſinne.. 
but who bounds the iſſues there- 
of ? Spira having once loſt 
footing, goes down amain, 
he cannot ſtay, nor gain-lay 
the Legare : bur promiſeth to 
accompliſh his whole will and 
pleaſure - he ſoon addreſſerh 
himſelf for his Journey : and 
being onward in the way, he 
| thinks 


———_ —— 


— _ 
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| Chriſts cauſe - 
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thinks himſelf of the large 
ſpoiles he had brought away, 
from che Conflict with the 
Legate : what glorious teſti- 
mony he had given of his 
great faith, and conftancy in 


and to be 
plain, how impiouſly he had 
denied Chriſt, and his Goſpel 
at Yenice : and what he pro- 


| 


miſed to do further in his own 
Countrey - and thus partly 
with fear, and partly with 
ſhame being confounded, he | 
thought he heard a voyce 
ſpeaking unto him,in this man- 
ner. 

Spira, What doit thou bere ? 
whither goeſt thou? haſt thou, 
unhappy man, given thy hand- | 
writing tothe Legate at Venice? 
yet ſee thou dveſt not ſeal it in 
thy own Conntrey. Doeſt thou 
indeed think eternal life ſo 


mean, | 


ms 
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| 104n,. as that thou preferreft th 


| this preſent life before it > doſſ/ 
| thou well in preferring wife and 
children before Chriſt? is the 
windy applauſe of the people, bet- 
| ter indeed then the glory of God, 
and the poſſeſsion of this world, ul 
good more dear to thee, then tht 
ſalvation of thine own Soul ' 
is the ſmall uſe of a moment of 
time more deſjreable, then eterual 
wrath is dreadfull > Think with fu 
thy ſeif, what Chris endiirea ji 
thy ſake; is it not equall, theu 
fhouldeſt ſuffer ſomewhat for 6k 
him ? Remember. man, that tht h 
ſufferings of this preſent life, art F J 
not comparable to the glory that © 
ſhall be revealed : if thon ſuffe- Fa 
reſt with him, thow ſhalt alſo; "© 
| reign with : thou cant n0 
anſwer for what thou baſt already |. 
| dope; nevertheleſſe, the gate of Js 
| erey is not quite ſhut ; take _ las 
8H 46 wa 
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f,v6f that thou beapeſt net ſin upon ſin 
" teſt thou repent when it will be t00 


is th Now was Spir in awilder- 
- bet. neſle of doubr, not knowing 
"God, Which way to turn him, nor 
yorld;, What to do : yet being arri- 
a th, ved in his own Country, and 
gy] - amongſt his friends, with 
ent s/ {ame enough he relates whar 
2x41 he had done, and what he had 
with. furcher promiſed ro do; and 
. 1 7..; how the terror of G:d on the 
one fide, and thererror of this 
world on the other fide, did 
. continually rack him; and 
, therefore he deſired of them 
jon-ugy in this ſo doubtful a 

caſe - his friends upon ſmall 
/ EA | deliberation ann - that it 

was requiſite he ſhould take 
heed that he did not in any 


WB \fren, and all bis friends into 


— 


| Wife betray his wife and chil-_ 
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danger, ſecing that by ſo ſmall 
a matter as the reciting of ; - 1 
lictle Schedule, which migh 
be done in leſſe ſpace tha P: 
halt an hour , he might bot! M 
free himſelf from preſent dan 

ger, and preſerve many tha *h 
depended upon him : addin; 9'\ 
moreover, that he could ge an 
no Credit in relenting fron | P! 
that which he had already ir | W 
greateſt part performed be. | fa 
fore the Legare ar Yenice, anc | TE: 
that in the perfet accompliſh | M 
ingthereof, little or no diſcre | 5/ 
dite could ariſe, more ther 
what by the former action al thi 


ready he had ſuſtained : or | V5 
the other fide, if he did not | Y! 
perform his promiſe made tc \wun 
the Legare, he could neithe | 5 
diſcharge himſelf of + the del 
ſhame which he had already | pul 


P's nor avoyd fat |*%3 


more _ 


—— 


s 


(mall 


of 
night 
che: 
bot! 


dan 


tha 
Iding 
1 oc 
fron 
dy 1 
| be 
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)liſh 
{cre 
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more heavy and inſupportable 

injuries, then probably he 
ſhould have endured, if he had 
perſiſted obſtinately in his for- 
mer Opinions. 

This was the laſt blow of 
the battel : and Spre utterly 
overcome, goes to the Pretor, 
and profers to perform his 
. promiſe made to the Legate, 
| who in the mean time, had 
taken order to have all chings 
| ready, and had ſent the inſtru- 
| ment of abjuration ſigned by 
' Spira, to the Pretor, by the 
hands of a certain Prieſt. All 


that night the miſcrable man 


: on i Ware out with reſtleſſe cares, 
| not | withour any minute of reſt, the 
e to | Next morning being come, he 
ithe | gerS up, and being ready, he 


. the 
eady 


nore 


deſperately enters into the | 


publick Congregation, where 


far | Maſs being finiſhed, in the 
preſence | 


Los 
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is prefence of friends 'and ene-| , 
1s mics, and of the whole Aﬀem- , 
Mt bly ; being by eſtimation near 
rworthouland people yea, and |, 
of Heaven ir ſelf, he recites 
thar' infamous abjuration , 
word for word, as it was writ» 
ten : 1t being done, he was fi- 
ned at thirty pieces of gold, 
& which he preſently paid : five 
whereof were given to rhe 
Prieſt char brought the abju- 
| ration : the other twenty five 
| were imployed towards the | 
making of a Shryne to put the |. 
| Euchariſt in ; then was he ſent |; 
home, reſtored ro his Dignt- ,,, 
ties, goods, wife, and children; |}, 
No ſooner was 'he departed, ,. 
bur he thought he heard a dire- | ;,, 
ful voyce ſaying to him; Thes 
wicked wretch, thou haſt denied «, 
| we, thou haſt renounced the 60-\ _ @. 
| veuent of thy obedience, thon oy ih 
oken 
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The | ever heavy on his hcarr, 


ever his Judgment befoxe his | 
EYES, 


rnicd 
Eg E0-' 


haft || 
okey 


conrinually 
rence of Chriſt thar juſt Judge: | 
that he knew he was utterly 
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broken thy VoT, hence A 
bear wi:h thee the ſenterce ef thy 
eters damnation «+ 1:6 trem- 
bling and quaking in body and 
mind, tell down ins {wouac; 
relief was at hand for the bo- 
dy, but from thar time tor- 
ward, he never foundany pe eace 
or eaſe of minde ; but continu- 
in? in unceflant rorments, he 
profeſſed thar he was captived 
under the revenging hand of 
the orcat God : that he heard 
tar Jeartul fen- 


undone : thathe could neither 
hope forgrace, nor Chtifs in- 


Now began his friends 
B lome 


 ——  _—_ << —— 


| rerceſſion? with Gcod the Father | 
| in hi behalf: thus vis his fault | 
and | 


| 
; 
| 
| 
; 


| 


————_ 


_— — — - — —— 
—_— — ———  ———, 


Apoſtate, | 


A —— — —— - 


—_ 


COT 
cn —_ 7 > LOT OO g_— . 


UOmmmE rl gt re ur xz w—- = = >> ———— -_- 


A relation of the fearful 


—— = _ 


late of their raſh counſel : 
others not looking ſo high as 
the Judgment of God, laid all 
the blame upon his Melancho- 
lick conſtitution : that over- 


wrought in him a kind of mad- 
neſſe - every one cenſured as 
his fancy led him, yet forre- 


Phyfitians, and the pious ad- 
vice of Divines, and therefore 
rhought it meer to convey him 


note, where plenty of all man- 


of his friends accompanying 


ie a—_s _—_— =” - —— 


ſome of them, to repent too 


ſhadowing his judgement, 


medy all agreed in this, to uſe 
both the wholeſome help of. 


to Padna, an Univerſity of 


ner of means was to be had: 
this they accordingly did, 
both with his wife. children, | 
and whole tamily : others alſo. 


him - and beingarrived atthe 
| houſe of one Fawes CArain,in 
Saint 


L-4 
| 


| 
'S: 


[fo 
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g 


| rY 

t00 | Saint Leonards Pariſh they ſent 
ſel: for three Phyticians of moſt| 
1 as | note, who upon Cue obſerva- 
d all ; tion of che c acts, and of other | 
ho- Symptomes ot his diſcale, and 
ver- ſome privare conference one 
ent, | With another, amongtt them- 
1ad- ſelves, returned their verdict 
} as in this manner, vz, That they 
rre- could nor diſcern that his bo- 
uſe © dy w2S afflicted with any dan- | 
p of ger or diſcemper originally | 
ad- from ir ſelt, by reaſon of the | 
fore over-ruling of any humour | 
him bur that this Malady of his 
; of didariſe trom ſome grief, or , 
nan- paſſion of his minde, which ? 
1ad: being over-burthened, did fo : 
did, oppreſs rhe {pirits,as they wan- | 
ren, | ting free paſſage, ſtirred up ' 
alſo many ll humours, whereot 
ring the body of manis full : and | 
-the theſe aſcending up into the | 
2,in brain, troubled the fancy 
Aint B 2 ſhadow? 
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ſhadowed the ſeat of the judg-| lic 
ment,and {o corrupted it : this' de 
was the ſtate of his diicaſe,and, thi 
that outward prt that was Vi- Wl 
fibleto the eye of nature; this rit 
they indeavoured ro retorm thi 
by purgation, either to con- ov 
ſume, or at Jeaſt ro divert the bo 
courſe of thoſe humours from| he 
che brain , bur all cheir skill ef. pa 
fected nothing, which Spird fo 
noting ſaid : Alas poor mcn, Net 
how far wide are you? do you do 
think that this diſea'e is 10 be cu- UN 


| red by potions ? believe meth ert ſo 


muſt be another manxer of medi- ca: 
cine, it is neitber plaiſt.7s, nor COI 
arugs, that can help a fainting del 
ſoul cas? down with ſenſe of ſin, Mi 
and the wrath of God ; tis one ag: 
Chriſt that mu} be the Phyſiri- the 
an, and the Goſpel the ſoul Anti- cle 
ante. ſtic 
The Phyſitians eaſily be- Fa 
lieved 


—— 
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udg-| lieved him after they had un-} 
: this' derſtood the whole truth of| | 
:,and, the matter, and therefore they j 
as Vi- wiſhed him to ſeek ſome ſpi- 
. this ritual comfort, By this time 
torm the fame of this man was ſpred 
con- over all Padza, and the neigh- 
rt the bour Countrey : partly forthar| 
from| he was a man ot Eſtcem : 
11 ef. partly becauſe as the diſcaſe, 
Spird fo the occaſion was eſpecially | 
mc, remarkable : for this was not. 
do you done in a corner : ſo as daily 
becy- theie came multitudes of all 
t/ert {orts to ſee him + ſome out of 
medi- cariofity onely to ſee and diſ- 
\ z01 courſe: ſome ourof a pious 
tin; defire to try all means thar 
f fin, might reduce him to comfort | 
exth again, or ar leaſt ro benefit 
yſitt- chemſelves, by ſuch a ſpeta- 
Anti- cle of miſery, and of the ju-: 
ſticeof God. Amongſt theſes, 
be- Paulus Yergerins Biſhop oft! 


eve. - ___- DBg. _ Jn 
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| Faſt, inopolis, and Math "e145 Gri- 


bauldns, deſerve cipecially to 
be named, as the moſt princt- | 
pal labourers for this mans} 


comfort, They find him now 
about fifry years of age, nei- 
ther affetted with the dotage 
of old age, nor with the un: 
conſtant headſtrong paſſion of 
youth, bur in the ftrength of 
his experience and judgement: 
ina burning heart, calling EX- 
ceffively for drink : yer his 
underſtanding ative , quick 
of apprehenſion, witty in diſ- 
courſe above his ordinary 


manner,and judiciouſly oppo- 
fire : his friends laboured him 


by all fair means to receive 


ſome nouriſhment, which he 
obftinately gain-ſaying, they 
forcibly infuſed ſome liquid 


ſuſtenance into his mouth, 
moſt of which he ſpit out a- 
gain : 


— _. — — <—— 
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| gain: exceedingly chafing and | 
' 1n this fretting mood of his, 
\ ſaid: As it 15 true that all things 


work for !he beſt to thoſe that love 
God, ſo to the wicked all are 
contrary : © for whereas a plen- 
* tiful of-ſpring is the blefling 
© of God,and his reward, being | 
©aſtay to the weak eſtate of 
© their aged parents;to me theyare 


*4 caule of bitterneſs & vyexa- 


*tion: they do ſtrive tro make 
*me tire our this miſery : I 
© would fain beatan end; I de- 
© {erve nor this dealing at their 
* hands : O thar I were gone 
* from hence, that ſome body 
*would let out this weary ſoul. 

His friends ſaluted him, and 
asked him, what he conceived 
to be the cauſe of his diſcaſe : 
forthwith he brake our into a 
lamentable diſcourſe of the 
paſſages formerly related, and 
B 4 that 
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| that ih ſuch paſſionare Elo- 

{ £417*5n, that he cauſed many to 
 weer, and molt to tremble. 
| They contrarily, to comfort 


Gods promiſes recorded inthe 
ples of Gods mercy : My fin 
({aid he) 7s greater then the mer- 


cy of God, Nay, anſwered they, 


ſin; God would have all men 
to be ſaved : It's true (quoth 


he) he wonld bave all that he 


| hath elefted, to be ſaved; he 


would not have damned Repro- 
bates to be ſaved, I am one il 
thai number ; | know it, for 1 
m:lgely, and againſt my know- 
ledge denyed Chriſt : and 1 fee] 


that he = ay and will not ſuf- 


fer me to hope. 
After fome ſilence, one al- 


ked him whether he did not 
; believe 


him, propounded many of 


Scripture; and many exam:- | 


the mercy of God is above all | | 


| | eſtate of Francis Spira. 


| | denyed it, 


———  —— 


| believe that Dodtrine to be. 
' true, for which he was accu- 
ſed before the Legate * he an- 
 {wered ; I did believe it when 
6:3 now I ne:ther be- 
L-eve that, ner the Doctrine of 
the Roman Church , 1 believe no- 
| thing, 1 hve 0 faith, z0 truſt, 
, 7-8 hope , 1 am 4 Reprovate like 


Cain, or Judas, who caſiing avay 
| all hope of mercy fell into _ | 
and my jriensdo me great wron? 
| that they ſuffer me way 20 to ihe 
Ie ace of unbcliev:rs, as I juſtly 
{erVes | 
Here they began ſharply to 
rebuke him; requiring, and 
charging him that in any wilc 
he did not violate the mercy of | 
God; to which he anſwered 
** The mercy of God is cx 
* cecding large,& extends to all 
* rhe elect: bur not tO me Or © ws 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 


| *ro wrath:I tel you I deſerve it, 
 *my own conſcience condemns 
* me; what needcth any other 
 * Judge? Chriſt came(ſaid they) 
totake away fin,& calling tora 
| book, they read unto him the 

| Paſſion of Chriſt ; and com- 

ming to his nailing tothe cos, 

Spiraſaid : © This indeed ts 
*comiortable to ſuch 5s are E-| 
fTected, butas for me wretch, 
* they are nothirg bur grief and | 


*rorment, becauic i contemned | 
* them. T hus roaring for grief, | 
and tofling himſelf up and} 
down upon the bed as helay, 
he intreated them to read no 
more - As Gribaul1zs was com- 
ingto fee him, Fcreerizs ſaid 
to Spira, dear Sir, here 1s 
Doctor Gribauldus. a oodly and 
faithful frienc of vGnrs, come 


to fee von: if Heis welcome | 


© (faid he) bur he ſhall finde 


me 
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re” 


©<-meill : 


| 1 Sir; 


Gribauldus replyed, 
this 1s bur an 1illuftonof 


the divel, who doth what he 
canto vex you; but turn you 


40; 


hear 


| yOu 


God with your Whoſe 
rt, and he is ready to ſhew 
mercy ; the Lord you 


| know is full of mercy; it 1s 
' hethat hath ſaid, that as offex 
| 4s 4 ſinner repents of his fin, he 

' will remember his ſins no more. 
| Conſider this in the Example 
of Peterthat was Chriſts fami- 


liar, 


and an Apoſtle; and yer 


denyed him thrice with an 


| oath, 
' ciful 


and yet God was mer- 
unto him : conſider the 


thief that ſpent his whole 


life 
that, 


n wickedneſſe, and for at] 
did not God graciouſly 


reſpec him in the laſt minuce 
of his life ? Is the Lords h.ind 


'now {hortrrcd that it cannot 


| fave 


? to ttus Sy;7s 2 anſwered : 
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was becauſe Chriſt 6:h#l4 him 
: mth a mercifel eyc 
| he was pardoned, it was not be- 
' cauſe he wept, but becauſe God 
Was gracious 10 him ; but God re- 
| petts not me, an therefore Tam 
a Reprobate : I feel 0 comfurt 


can enter into my heart, there's 


| If Petcr grieved and repented, it it 


| 


| place there but onely - torment; | 


| "> vexines of ſpirit : Ttell you 
; my Caſo 1s properly mie own : 
i276 man vr was in ihe like 
\ plight , 4nd therefore my eſtate is 
| fearful. 


| Thenroaring out inthe bir- 


a. 


i4 fearful thing to fall into th 'e 

hand of the livine Cod : the vi. 

| any of his paſſion and 2Rt- 
on ſurable, did amaze many 01 

[- beholdeirs inſomuch as 

| ſome of them ſaid with : 


and inthat' 


' terneſle of h; 5 ſpirit, {aid : It's} 


' whiſpering voyce that he Was 
| pcfſle N-- 


_— 2» 
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(aid : do you donbt it > 1 have 4 
whole Lezion of divels that take 
up their awtlling- 
' poſſeſſe me 25 their own : aud 
 inſtly 100,ferl have denied Chriſt. 
' Whether did you that willing- 
ly ornot* (aid they.) Thas's 
' nothipg to the purpoſe (faid Spz- | 
ra: ) Chr:{t ſanh, whoſovucr a :- 
mes we before men, him will 1 


airy before my Father which is in 
Eewven : Chriſt will not ve deny- | 


24, nond inward; and tiere- 


within me,ana 


| 
| 
| 


fore it is enouzh though in heart 4 
never d:nyed him. 

They obſerving bis diitem- 
per to ariſe from the ſenſe and 
horror of the pains oft hal, 
asked him whethzr he thougnt 
there were worſe pains then 
what he endured for the pre- 
ſent ; he ſaid, that he knew 
there wire far worſe jains then 
| iz26/e 


| 


| 


poſleſſed : he overhearing it, 


\ſarth, 
10.33. 
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Pſal.z, : « thoſe that he then ſuffered: | wy 
«for the wicked ſhall riſe to| («1 
©* rheir judgment, but they ſhall © 
© not ſtand in judgment: this I | c, 

| © tremble to think ot : yet do <, 

© Tdefire nothing more, then | 
< that I mighr come to that 
| $6 place, where [ may be ſure ro 
| <« feel the worſt, and to be freed] 
« from tear of worſe to come. 1 

| [ but you areto confider| | 
fi 

| (ſaid one) that thoſe opinions! | 
for which you were accuſed ' 
before the Legate, were impi-| i; « 

M ous z and therefore you are not 

BY ro think you denyed Chriſt, x 

{ bur rather char you confeſſed |, 

| | him, ackrowledging the infal- !_ 

| lible truth of the Catholick n 

h | Church. Truly(faid he)when |< 

it | * I did deny thoſe opinions, I |< 


— 


| 

if [ 

* , | 
Er 

3 q : 


| | <« didthinkthemro betrue,and '« 
| | ** yer I did deny them. BW 
| Go to (faid others) now! 


i this. ? 
, nn 


— 


— 
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ed: | [then believe thar rhey are true. | | 
© tO! '£ Now I cannot(faid he;) God! | 
| 
| 


all' <willnor ſuffer me to belicve | 

Us [ <rhem, nor truſt in his mercy : |! 

do < wha would you have me do? 
hen | '© Þ would fain attain to this | 
that | power, but cannor, thuugh I] | 
= co! | C (ould preſcntly be Du rnC fol | | 
| 


— 


— — 


ed) |; But why do you, ſaid the c-| 
me.' irher, eſteem this ſo grievous a 
der \ (fin, when as the learned Legate 
9ns conſtrained you to it, which 
ſed he ſu rely would not have done, 
Pr! 'if your former opinions had 
not' not been Erroneous : no, good 
1ſt, Francis, the divel beſets thee, 
ted! ler not therefore the grievoul- 
fal- [neſs of thy fin, ( it any ſuch} 
ick 'be) amaze thee © You 'ay right | 
"en <« (replyed he. ) 1c Live! hath | 
Sl fie poſſeſ? :ne,ard God bath left 
nd © meto lis power; for I find, | 
| .*Tcanneither bclicve the goi- 
»"'*/  pel, nortruſtin Gods mercy ; | | 


—_ — 


= 
, _ _ OOO OO” SOS hs 


36 WW relation of the fearful | 
| mM have ( Bned azainſt the Holy wl 


| 
gh ' Ghoſt; and God by his immuta- itt 
- [i ble decree, hath bound me over to ha 


| perpetual puniſhment , . without a 
IS. any hope of paraon , It's true that 


T1,21& | 
Ks ' the zreatneſſe of ſir in, or the mul- by 


|  titude of them, Cannot inde Gods #4 
| mercy : all thoſe many fins that th 
[in the former part of my life 1 1: 
| ' have committed, then did uot ſo 4/ 
| ' #2uch trouble me, for 1 truſted 1 k 
that God would not lays her 10 my. | 
ik | charge : bat naw having ſinned | 
"Wh | 4gainſl whe Hoy Ghest, Cod bath 
"Bk | #aten away from me all ; ower of ſer 
Will | | repentance; 4xd now brings all 
q | Jam.z, | my ſins to remenirex zce, and thus' 
4886S | euilty of ene, guilty of all, An4| 
 therefs re it's no matter whether | 
i My ſins be great or ſmall, few 4 " 
© 1 | ANY 3 they are ſrch as Chriſts ſu 
lf blood, nor Gods mercy belongs 
, | Rem.g. | 70770 : God w.ll have mercy on 
LOR} 18. whom he wil have mercy ; and. 
| 4 I whom! — 
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' whom he will he haraneth , this is 
it that gnawes my heart, he hath 
' hardned me, and I find that he 
daily more and more avth harden 
me, and therefore I am out of 
' (hope, 1 feel it, and th:refare 
cannot but deſpair : 1 tell you, 
there was never ſuch a monſter as 
1 am: never was any man alive 
4 ſpectacle of ſo exceeding miſery. 
| Tknew that juſtification is 10 be 
expetted by Chriſt, and 1 denyed 
| and abjured it tothe end 1 might 
keep thus frail life from adver- 
ſity, and my children from po- 
werty ; and now behold, how bit- | 
ter this life is to me; and God' 
onely knows, what ſhall become | 


\ 
\ 


| of this my family ; but ſurely 20 


206d s likely to betide it, but r4- | 
ther daily worſe and worſe ; and. 
ſuch aruine at the length, as that 
one ſtone ſhall not be left on ano- 
ther. 
Bur 
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| Bur why {ould you (ſaid Grt 
bauldas) conccit ſo Jeeply of 
your fin, ſeeiiis: you c:-not but 
know, that m.297 have denyed 
Chni v:i ..ccr fell intodel 
pair? © Well(jaid he) i can fe 
*no ground of comfort toi 
*Cuch, neither can I warran 
{them from Gods revenging 
i*hand in wrath,chough it plea- 
*lech God yetto ſuffer ſuch to 
©be in peace: and beſides,therc 
*wilatime of danger come, & 
*then they (hall be throughly 
*eryed:8& if it were not ſo, ze 
<Godis juſt in making me ar 
;* example to others; & 1 cannat 
© juſtly complain : there is no 
*puniſhment ſogrear,but I have 
© deſerved it, for this ſo heinous 
* offence : I aſſure you it is nd 
* ſmall matter to deny Chriſt, and 
«yet it is more ordinary then 
' © commonly men do conceive of 
; Cit is not a denyal made before! 
Magiſtrate 


— = > o nm i Oo EE IF ee e—_—_ — — —O OC 


CAC A a A IT 


— 


i Gri- 
ly of 
It but 
-nyec 
) del: 
1n {et 
re fot 
Irran 
1ging 
plea- 
ch to 
there 
e, & 
ohlj 
Je 
1E Al 
nnot 
iS nd 
have 
nous 
15 no 

, and 

then 

2 of: 

ore1 

trate 


_——— 


y eftate of Francis Spira. 


© Magiſtrate as it is with me:ior_ 
*4a5s often as a Chriſtian doth | 
* diſſemble the known truth: as | 
\*often as he approves &f falle 
* worſhip, by preſenting him- 
© ſelfatir, {0 often as he hath 
© not things worthy of his cal- | 
<ling,or ſuch things as arc un- 
© worthy of his calling,ſo often 
<he denyesChriſt:thus did I,8& 
< therefore am juſtly puniſhed | 
(for ir. Your eſtate (quorh 
Gribau!dus) 1s not lo {trange, as 
you make it : Fob was ſo far 
'gone, that he complained God 

had ſer him as a mark againſt | 
him - and David that was 
'a man after Gods own heart, | 
complained often that God, 
| had forſaken him, and was | 
| become his enemy : yet both 
received comfort again: com: | 
fort yourſelf therefore, God 
\ will come at length, though | 

he 
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en — i 
| |he now ſeem far off. PE 
x ; O Brother (anſwered Spira) | |he, 

j ' Tbelzeve all this ; the diwels be- | 
| | ewe and tremble; but: David VE 
| Was ever elected and dearly be-| | hi 
\ loved of God, aud thongh he| |x« 
| fell, yet God took not utterly away | in 
| his holy Spirit; aud thirefore| | (x 
' was heard when he prayed, Lord| | h 
 takenotthy holy Spirit from| | ir 

| me : but 7 am in another caſe, 

| | being ever arcurſed from the pre-| |; 
Fi ſence of God : neither can 1 pray| | 1 
J (as he did, becauſe his holy Spi-| | # 
» By rit 6 quite goxe, and cannot bere-| \ 
. Eh called ; and therefore I know T|, \ th 
j 1b" | | ſhall live in conti; ual hardneſs| | 
Wl | {o wong as Tlive : O that 1 might | \ie/ 


feel but the leſt ſenſe of the love. 
| of God io me, thouzh but for one | |c 
Wi | {-2all moment, as 1 xow feel his| \n 
$i | heawy wrath that barns likethe| | a 
hl 1 

[ 
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| tormeis of hcll within me, and 
| affirits my Conſciencewith pangs | 
| nnutterable 
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|; 


arnattcrable : verily deſperation is 
ira) i (hell it ſelf. | 
s be- Here Gribauldus ſaid, I do 
vid verily believe, Spira, that God 
having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed 
1 he you 1n his life, correct:th you 
way| |in mercy here, that he may 
fore| | (pare you hereafter, .and that he 
ord| |h:th mercy fealed up for you 
om| [1n my £0 COINC. 


aſe, ay ({a1d Spira) hence do T | 
're- {Rn not. ui T ar a Reprebate, be-| 
ray| |canſe hs afflicteth me with hard. 


nejſevf heart : O that my box'y 
Yre- \/ D: id ſuffered all ":y life a , ſo] 
v T|, | that he would Ge pleaſed zo releaſe 
eſs| | my fout, an4eaſ: my Con/cience, 
ht | this burthenea Conſcience. 
we. Gribanldus bein? defirons to | 
me | | eaſe his mind from the contti- 
His | | nual meditation of his fin; 
he| jasalſo ro ſound how for the ; 
1d; | preſent he ſtood affected to the | 
25 | . | Romiſh Church +: asked him 
what ; Jo 


; 
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| A2 A relajion of the fear all 1 4 
whar he thought became ot ||, 
| the fouls of men {ſo ſoon as|[g, 


| 
| 


they departed our of the body: |;., 
ro Which he anſwered. (et 


*Alchough this benot ſo fully | & 
<< revealed in Scripture: yet 1.| 
« verily believe that rhe ſouls |þ;, 
« of the Ele& go preſently to 

**rhe Kingdom of glory : and | ,, 


; **not that chey {Icep with the | ,, 


\** body, as fome do imagine. | yy 
| Very well, ſaid one of the | 


 pectarors - why do the Scrip-. | G6 


OY cures then ſay,that God brings ; , 
fs down to hell, and raiſcch up: bis 


ſeeing it cannot be meant of | of 
the eſtate of the ſoul after | 39 
neath, which as thou ſayeſt,ei- | 7; 
ther goeth ro heaven without LL 
change, or to hell withour re- 
demption - it muſt be under- fli 
ſtood of the eſtate of the ſoul | 7h 
in this life : like that wherein, | re 
thou art ar this preſent : and| | G! 
often- || 
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e of) ''ofcentimes we (ce that God 
On as; ſuffers men to fall into the 
'ody:. Jawes of deſpair, and yet rai- | 
ſerh them up again: and there- 
fully' fore deſpair not, but hope : it 
yet 1 | (hall beeven thus with thee in 
louls |his goodrime. 
lyto| This is the work (quoth Spz- 
* and | 4) 2his the labour : for Ttell you 
1 the | when I at Venice did firſt abjure 
Ine. | my profeſ:ion, and {0, as it were, 
t rhe | drew an Indentare, the Cpiris of 
CriP-.i Ged often admon! ſhy me + and 
INgS | when at Citradella, 7 4id, as it 
vp; Vaxous {et to my ſeal : te Spirir 
1t of | of God often ſuzzeſted to ime, as 
after | not write Spira, a0 not _ End 
[t,el- | [reſiſted the Holy Ghoit, 4 
hout | both : and at tha* wery preſent 1 
did evidently feel a wound in- | 


— — 


der- | fited in my wery will; (\ al- | 
ſoul | :bouzh I cap ſay, I wonld b:lieve, | 
rein | | 164643 I wot ſay, I will believe, | 
and | God hath denied me the power of 
ren-| _ will ' 
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\wil: and it befals me tn this T 
my miſerable eftate, as with on : 
that is faſt in irons, and bi, 
friends comin? to ſee him, di © 
pity his eflate, and 4's perſwad;' 7 } 
him to ſhake off he fetters , ant f 
to come out of his topds, which wi 
God knows he wouid {ain a, 
but cannot : thisis my Vry Caſe: | =_ 
| y0xs perſwade me to believe : hon 
| fein woul4 1 fo it, but cannot :, 
0 now ji ca3z0;, Then violent- _ 
ly oraſping his hands toge, © 
ther, ana raifing himſelt up Lads 
Behold (aid he) I an From) 1, 
yet by little and little 1 decay am 0 
 conſnme, and my ſcruams woulll | lo 
 fain preſerve this weary life: 5 
but at lenzth the will of God muji Je 1 
| be done, and I ſhall periſh will 

rably as T atferve : rejoyce yi God 
righteons inthe Lord: bleſſed ar. 
you whoſe bearts the Lerd hail 


mollified. 
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| thi Then after ſome pauſe; It's) 
hou wonderful, I earneſtly deſire to 
| pray to God with my heart, yet 1 
” U, cannot ; 1 ſee'my damnation, and 
Jo ah 1 know my remedy is onely i 78 
; Chriſt, yet I cannot ſet my ſelf 3 
whi w lay hold onit ; (uh are the pun- 
iſhments of the damned : they 
confeſ» what T confeſs, they re 
«| pet of their loſs of heawen;they | 
| envy the Elect ; yet their repen- | 
farce dath them 6 Zood, for they 
' cannot mend their waies. 

As he was thus ſpeaking,he 
obſerved divers flies that came 
about him, and ſome lighted 
on him - Beho'd (ſaid he) mow 

alſo * BeelFebnb comes to hs ban- 


a an, 


7 —_ 


— 
0lent- 
roge 
t up 
1108, 
aj ani. 
wouli\ 
j iſe), 
d mul 
) miſe 


4vd in me an example t0 many (8 


he 
once 3 of F7 e Faſlice, and Tudement of 
ſed ar 


ri About this time came in 
d hatll ro Biſh 
unops, with divers 


C 


Schollers 


* Signi- 


quet, you ſhall ſhortly ſee my end, | How - 


flies. 
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' Schollers of the Un verſity, 
one of them being Pauls: Ver. 


continually converſant with 
him : told him his eſtate wa: 
ſuch, as rather ſtood in need of 
prayer then advice : and there: 
fore deſired him to pray with 
him inthe Lords Prayer, Spj 
ra conſented, and he began. 

[ Our Father which art in hez 
Ven, | then breaking forth int 
rears he ftopped, but they {aid 
it is well, your grief is a goo 
ſign: ©I bewail (faid he) m 
| <miſery, for I perceive I an 
; *forſaken of God, and canno 
;*call ro him trom my heart 
as I was wont to do, yet lc 
us £0 on, ſaid Yergerias: 


| *Thy kingdom come: \O Lor. 
(ſaid Spirs) bring me allo int 
© this kingdom : I beſcech the 


| 
| {hut 


a £5 
PI 


gerins, having obſerved Sprr; 
more then.any other, being, 
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rſity, «© ſhat me not our. Then com- 
'Yer-| ing to thoſe words, [Give us 

Spry this day our daily bread:Jhe ad 
being, * ded: ©.) Lord 1 have enough & 

with *abundanceto feed this carkals 
ewa *of mine : butthereis another 
ed of ©bread,I humbly beg the bread 
here *of thy grace: without which, 
7 With © know lam but a dead man. 

3 Sp, [Leadusnot into tempration:] | 
IN. ſeeing Lord thar I am brought. | 
1 hes *ftnto tempration, help me Lord | 
h into © that I may cicape : rhe enemy | 
; ſaid. © hath overcome,help me, I be- | 
goo * ſeech thee, to overcomethis | 
) pi © cruel iy rant, 

T an | Thet ethings he ſpake with a | 
anno mournful voyce.the tears trick- 
heart ling down abundantly: and ex 
zerle preſſing ſuch afteftions 8 pal- | 

ſion, as turned the bowcls of 

\ Lon thoſe there preſent, with griet | |; 
o intt | and compunttion : they then ! 
h the | Eurning to Spire, ſaid : You | ] 
{hut C 2 know. 
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| know that none can call Chriſt | | 
| Feſws the Lord, bur by the holy || « 
; Ghoſt : you muſt therefore || c< 
| think of your ſelf, according to | | « 
Lf that ſofr aftetion, which you | «« 
{\d  exprels in your prayers, infer- | « 
- ring thereby that God hath not | ce 
W' | wholly caſt you off, or berea- | « 
| ved you of his Spirit utterly. c| 
\ "_ < I perceive (ſaid Spirs) that1 | « 
BW {Pſa 109. [cal on himro my cternal dam- || c, 
Wk *nation: for tel you again,itis | c, 
8 ' © anew and unheard of exam- | <1 
0-4 © ple that you finde in me : If | c| 
df | Fudas ( ſaid they) had bur out-| | «| 
8 6: lived his dates, which by nature] | ( 
FS he might have done : he might| | y 
'Wi'4 | have repented, and Chriſt! | ye 
| ' EF would have received him to| | w 
L.\ mercy : and yet he ſinned moſt | ev 
| Bru grievouſly againſt his Maſter, | ar 
{i | * | whichdid ſocſteemot himzas| | c; 
| Ws, | | ro honor him with the dignity] | in 
$544: ofan Apoſtle,and did _— W 

Bibb: | an 


| | 
Ss Ss 
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and teed him : 


« his : - becauſe ir is not more 
* honour to be perſonally pre- 
&« ſent with Chriſt inthe fleſh, 
©then to be in his preſence now 
© by illumination of his holy 
© Spirit:and befides,I deny that 
© ever Judas could have repen- 
*ted, how long ſoever he had 
© lived : for grace was quite ta- 
© ken from him, as it is now 
© from me. 

O Spira (aid they) you know 
you arc ina Spiritual deſertion, 
you muſt therefore not believe 
what Satan ſuggeſts : he was 
evera Liar from the beginning, 
and a meer Impoſtor, and will 
caſt a thouſand lying fancics 
into your mind, to beguil you 


withal; you muſt rather be-| 


ones od were ou 


= LY lieve 


| He anſwered, 
| © Chriſt did alſo feed and ho- | 
{| **nour me, neither yet is m 
| «ful one jot leſs then that of 
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\ 


| lieve thoſe whom you judg tc of] f 
bein a good eſtate, and more}, t 
able ro diſcern of you thenſ 

your ſelf : believe us, and wel] G 
 tcll you that God will be mer." h 
ct ul unto you. tf 
| *Q here is the knot (ſaid h 
*Sp:;r4:) I would I could be ; ; 
{ *© lieve, but 1 cannor. , 


| 


Then he began to reckon up | © 
what fearful dreamsand viſions | © 
he was continually troublec | * 
withal : thathe ſawthe divel| ©] 
come flocking into his Cham: | *, 
ber, and abour his bed,terrify: | * « 
ing him with ſtrange noylſes,| *i 
that theſe were not tancies, bu; | © 


that he ſaw them as really, a1 
the ſanders by : and thar be | fir 
{ides theſe outward terrors, hi 
telt continually, a racking tor 
ture of his minde, and a cont: | 
nual burtchery of his Conſci | f 
; ence, being the very prop | 
| pare! 


I 
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pangs of the damned wights in | 
| hell. | 


= —— 


thenſ] Caſt away thele tancies (ſaid | 
1d well Gribanlaus; ) theſe are buril- 
 Mct-" 
the preſence of God,and praife | 


lufions; humble your ſelf in' 


[ 


ſaid! him. © Thedead praiſe nor 
d be-, © the Lord (anſwered he) nor | 


on up, 
1fton: 
ubled 
divels 
ham 
rrity: 
Dy les, 
's, bu 
ly, #| 
At be 
rs, Ie 
gto! 
cont | 


rope! 
parg 


* they that got down into the; 
 *pir: we that are drowned in| 
© deſpair, are dead and already 
© gone down into the pit : what 
© hell can there be worſe then | 
* deſperation 54 or what grear- 
*er puniſhment ? the gnaw- | 
* ing worm,unquenchable fire, 
* horror, confuj10n,and (which 
* is worſe thenall) deſperation 
*ir ſelf continually rortures me, | 
*and now I count my preſent 
"eſtate worſe, then it my ſoul | 
* (ſeparated from my body)! 
* were with Fndas and the reſt 
\* of the damned:and therefore, 
C4 I 
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| *now defire rather to be there, 
| ©then thus to live in the body, *« 
| Onebeing preſent, repeated | © 
 certainwords out of the Pſalm; |* 
If thy Children forſake my. | * 
Law,and walk notin my Juds. | *a 
ments ; I will viſfite their trans K 
ereſlions with rods, and thei | tl 
iniquitics with ſtripes; never: 
theleſs my loving kindneſs] | 
wil notutterly take from them, | 
nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to 
fail : mark this, O Spira, my 
CovenantI will not break. 

* Theſe promiſes (ſaid Sprra) 
* belong only to the Elect, 
© which it rempted, may fall in- 
<{in; bur are again lifted up 
*and recovered out : as the 
© Prophet ſaith, though he fall, 
© he ſhall nor be utterly caſt 
* down, for the Lord uphold- 
© eth him: therefore Peter could 
© riſe, for he was Elected, by 

*rhe' 


—— 4 


—_— — . 


[/ 
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— 


here,! | hae 
dody,! '* che reprobate when they fall, 
deate(} | *cannot rile again, as appears 
ſalms. |* in Cain, Saul,and Fudas: God 
* my. | * deals one way with the Elec, 
and another with Reprobates. 

The next day he prayed with 
them inthe Latine rongue,and 
ever- | thar with exccllent aff ion,as 
neſs] | outwardly appeared: bleſled be 
God (ſaid Yergerins: ) theſeare 
no ſigns of cternal reprobari- 
on : you muſt nor, O $S;7ra,ſeck | 
out the ſecret counſels of Gods | 
 eleion and reprobation : for | 
no man can know, ſo long as | 
he lives, whether by his good | 
or bad deeds, he be worthy of 
Gods love or anger : do you 
not know that the Propher Da- 
vid complained, that God had 
caſt off his Soul. 

T kyow all this (quoth Spira) 1 
know the mercies of God are in- 


finite, and do ſurp 
C 


Juds. 


rans 


thei! 


hem, 
ſs to 
5 my 


pira) 
led, 
[1 1n- 
1 up 
; the 
fall, 
Caſt 
Jl d- 
}uld 
but 
the! 
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A relation of the fearful 


but Ft is 4s impoſs1ble. as to FIY | 
up the ſea at adranaht : As for | 
that of Solomon, if he had ever | 


) 


| 


WW: 


who/e world, and that they are ef- | 


feftnal to all tha believe, but this 
—ory and this hope, is he zift f/ 
God: O that he would zive it me : 


-rryed that which I feel by woful 


experience, he would never bave | 


ſpoken as he did : but thetrmth &, 
newer had mertal man ſuch an 
evident experience of Gods ane 
ger and hair(d azai ft him, ail 


| 
| 


| 


have : 10u that are in 4 good || 


eſtate, think repentance and fanh 
to be work of qreat facility : and} 
ther: fore you think it an eaſie mat | 

| 


ter to pcr [wade 4 man to believe : 
the whole need not th. Phyſi:1an + 
and be that is well, can [0on 2:91 | 
counſel to ſuch as are ill - but 1b1 
# the hell to me, m. heart 1s hard 


pO n 
eee a,» * CRETE 


| | ned, Icannot believe : many are! 
| cated, but few are choſen. 


a ti norte 
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ef. Upon what ground ((aid | 


this they) do you conceive ſoill an 
7 | opinion of your ſelt ? 
ne * | «Toncedid know End ro be. | 
ink | my Father,not only by crea . 
for | Mes. bur by regeneration, I | 
er | | | © knew him by his beloved ; 
Ct. |. Son; the author and finiſher ! 
ve. | of our ſalvation:1 could pray | 
is, | <9 him, and hope for pardon | 
” « of fins from him:I had a taſte 
'= | | | *of his {weernels peace,8 com- | 
F, © fort : now contratily, I know | Eo 
dj * God not as a Father, bur as an | 


* enemy: what more ? my heart | 
© hates God, & ſecks to get 
| * above him:l have nothing elſe; - | 
*cofly to but terror & deſpair. | 
| | Belike you think then (ſaid 
F they) that choſe who have the. 

earneſt and firſt fruits of Gods. 
| | \ Spirit, may notwithſtanding | | 
fall away. | 
The judaments of God are 4 
dev 
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56 A relation of the fearful | 
Plat 36. | deep abyſs (Iaid he) we are ſoon 
6. * © | drownedifweenter into them, he | 
Rom, 11. | that thinks he ftandeth, let him 
- take heed reft he fall : as for my | 
10.19 | jelf, I know I am fallen back. 
and that lonce did ksow thetruh, ' 

though it may be nit ſothrouehly: | 

I know not what elſe to ſay, but | 

that I am one of that number, | 

| PBL. 59. | mbichGod hath threatned to tear | 
We! 71 pieces. 

| Saynotlo (anſwered they;) | 


| for God may come; though at 
thc laſt hour; keep hold there- 


| fore, at the Icaſt by hope. | 
| * This (quoth he) is my caſe, 
{ tel you 1 cannot, God hath de- 
| *prived me of hopexthiis brings; 
| ©rerror to my mind, and pines, 
| *this body which now 1s ſo 
; * weak,as it cannot perform thel 
| © ſeveral offices thereof : for as 
>» | *theElec havethe Spirit teſti- 
6. | © fying that they are the ſons of 
| God! 


- Um ——_—_———_ _—— _——_— 


eſlate of Francis Spira. 
| | '© Godz{o the Reprobares, even | 
| | * while they live,do often feel a i 
| | *worm in their conlcience, 
T C whereby they are condemned 
| | [already ; & theretore as I per- 
| \* ceived this wound inflicted 
' | |* on my mindand will, I knew 
| | {*rhat] wanted thegifts of la- 
/ | |*vinggrace,& that I was utter- 
| | |*Iy undone;zGod ckaſtneth his 
* children with remporary affli- 
| * tions, that they may come as 
' © gold our of the fire; bur pun- 
*iſherh the wicked with blind- 
* neſs in their underſtandings, 
* & hardneſs of heart; & wo bc 
*ro ſuch, from whom God 
*rakes his holy Spirit: 
Here one rebuked him, and 
told him, he gave roo much 
\ ,creditto ſenſe, that he was not 
to believe himſelf, bur rather 
him that was in a good ſtate, & I 
teſtifie ro you (ſaid he)that God. 
__tde meveifal vo you. 
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CA relation of the e fearful 
1 © Nay canſwered he) for be- Tm 


«cauſe 1 am in this il! eſtare, | 
© rtherefore can I believe no-| | 
«thing bur what 15 contrary to. | 

* my falvation and comfort -, ! | 
« bur you that are ſo confi- | 
«dent of your good eſtate:look | | | 
<«rhat it be true, for it is no ſuch | 
«< ſmall marrer to be aſſured of 
(«<< Acerity : a man had need be | 
 *excceding ſtrongly ground- 
ed in thetruth before he can. 
| « be avleco affirm ſuch a mar- 
| 
j 


| 


— —— —— ————————— — —— — 


© rer as you now do: It is not} 

© the performance of a few out-! 
| © ward duties, but a mighty con-| 
| * ftant labour, with all intention | a 
« of heart and affection; with Ce 
| * full deſire and endeavour. onti- | 
* nually to fet forth Gods giory: | | ! 
< there muſt be ucither fear of Le- | © 
« ates, Inquiſitors,Prifons,nor a-| b 
*ny death wh atſoever:many think 5 
*chem (elves happy that are not: it 
*:5notevery one that ſaith, Lord, 

*Lord,that ſhall go to heaven. 

They 
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| Theycame another day, and | 

found him with his eyes ſhut, | 

'as 1f he had been drouzie and 
very loath to diſcourie : 
| 


M 
| | /whichtimethere camein lfoa a 

k. { {grave man from Ciztad {a, who 
p, demanded of $pira,it he knew 

f| | him, or not : he lifting up his 

e| |eve-lids, and not ſuddenly re 

Y membring him, the man aid 

1 | [ro him? Law Presbyter Amouie' 
| | Fontamia : 1 was with you at | 

t Perice, lome 5. weeks fince: 


|| |«O curſed d; y ((aid Spi-a) O 
-| | © curſed day : Othat I had ne>| 


n | <« never gone thither : would! 
hh |< GodI had then dyed. | 
-| | | Afterwards came ina Prieſt | 


| called, Bernardinns Saraonins, | 

bringing with hima bookof 

+ Exorciſmes, 0 conjure this di- 

'J vel : whom when Spira law, 

Y ſhaking his head he ſad. | 
| 7 am verily perſwaded indeed | 


© that |: 


A ——— —— I — 


0A relation of the fearful = 


by of Chriſt, ic will prove 


' *© chat God hath lefr me tothe 
' ** power ofthe divels : bur ſuch 
they are, as are not to be 
<< found in your Letany : net- 

« ther will they be caſt our by 
, © ſpels: The Prieft proceeding 


in his intended purpoſe; with a 
| ſtrange uncouth geſture and a! 
| loud voice, adjured the ſpirit to | 
| come 1nto Sprra's tongue, & to, 
anſwer: Spira deriding his fruit- | 
leſs labour, with a ſigh, turned ! 
trom him : a Biſhop being there | 
preſent, ſaid to Spira; brother ) 
God hath pur vertue into the 
word and Sacraments : and we 
| have uſed the one means, and 
| find not that effe&t which we 
| deftre:ſhall we try the efficacy 
| of theSacraments: ſurely if you 


—— ut ett 


rake it, as a true Chriſtian! 
ought to reccive the body and 


a ſoveraign medicine for your 


ſick ſoul. « This 


$4 
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; eſtate of Francis Spira. 61 | 
' This 1 canne:t do (anſwered, ! 
he,) for they thar have no 
right to the promiſes, have no | 
right to the ſeals : 1he Encha- 
rift was 7 ane onely for belie-| x Cor, 
| 28.33 


vers : if we havenot faith, we 
eat and drink judgement to our 
ſelves, 1receivedit about amoneth 
' ſince,but I did net wel in ſo doing; 
| for 1 100k it by conſtraint, and ſo | 
100k it 10 my deeper condemnati- 
' 0. 
| Here Yergerivus began toim- 
portune him earneſtly co be- 
ware, that he did nor wiltul- | 
ly reſiſt grace, and pur himſelf 
outof Heaven; charging him 
vehemently , by all the oe! 
that was between them : by | 
the love which he bareto his! 
children, yea to his own ſoul , 
that he would ſc himſelf, ſe- ' 


'rionſly to return to that faich 


| - 
and hope, which once he had, 
in 
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| the Church teach ws to ſine , di- 


/in the death of Chriſt : with 
: many ſuch like words : Sprra 
| having heard much of the like 
| matter formerly : and being 
ſomewhat moved, ſaid, Tos 
ao but repeat, Vergerius + what 
 (hould I hepe * why ſhould 1 
| believe? God hath taken faith 
' from me : ſhew me then whether 1 
' ſhall 20:ſhew me 4 Haven where- | 
to I (ball retire - you tell me of 
' God's mercy, when as God hath 
caſt me off : you tell me of Chriſts 
interceſs10n, I have denyed bim : 
you command me to believe, I ſay 
| I £4xn0t : you bring we no com-| 
' fort : your Command is as impoſs1- 
ble for me to obey, as to keep the. 
| Moral Law : if you (houl? per- 
| [wade one to love God, with all 
44s heart, ſoul and ſtrength : an4 
| God gives him not the power, can 
| he perform your deſire ? doth not 


ret 
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| #s myCaſe, that though you ſhould | 
' never ſo much :mportune me 10 
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T6 us, O Lord, to love thy Com- 
manaements ? hypacrites ſay that 
they love God with all their heart, 
but they lye : for my part 1 will 
z0t tye, but tell you plainly ; ſuch 


hope or b. lieve, thongh 1 deſire it, 
get I cannet : for God ( as a puniſh- 
ment of my wickedne's) bath Fa 
ken away from me all bis ſaving 
| Craces, faith, hope, andall : I am 
not the man thereforethat you take 
me for : belike you think I de- 
light in this eſtate ; if T could. 
conceive but the leaſt ſpark of | 
bope of a better eſtate hereafter, ' 
1 wonld net refuſe to endure the | 
wo5i heavy weieht of the wrath 
of that great God , yea, for twenty 
thouſand years, ſo that 1 might at 
length attain to the end of that 
miſery, which 1 now know will 
be eternal : but 1 tell you, my 
will 
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| 64 


Heb.s. 


| will s wiunded : who longs more 
to believe, then Ido? butalthe 
ground-work of my hope i quite 
gone ; for if the teſtimonies of ho- 
ly Scripture be true, (as they are 
moſt certainly true) us not this as 
rue: whoſoever denies me before 
men, him (ſaith Chriſt) will 7 
| deny before my Father which is 
in heaven © 6 not this properly my 
Caſe, as if it had purpoſely beers 
imended againit this very perſon 
of mine? and 1 pray you, what 
| ſhall become of ſuch as Chriſt de- 
| nyeth , ſeeing there is no other 


| Name wnder heaven, whereby you | | 


| look ro be ſaved? what ſaith | 
 Saixt Paul 0 the Hebrews ? it 
|  impoſsible for thoſe who were 
| once enlichtned, and have taited 
| of the heavenly gift, and were 
| mrade jertakers of the holy Ghoſt, 
| if they fall away, to berenewed 
| 2 repentance : what can be more 


: plain 


Ee. OR 


— — 


| moſt 


'|gothe juZt puniſhment of my ſin, 


—C'_______ 


| eſtate of Francis Spira. 


plain againft me ? Is not that | 
Scripture alſs ; if we ſin wit- 
fully after we have received the 
knowledg of the truth, there re- 
maineth no more ſacrifice for ſin , 


— ——— 


but a certain looking for of judge- 
ment : the Scripture ſpeaks of 


[Peter tels me, it had beex better | 


| wrath for your [akes, 


denied the known trmth ; may 


me, Saint Panl meets me; Saint 


I had not known the way of 
righteouſneſſe, then afier I have 
known, to turn from the holy 
Commandement : it had been 
better I had not known, and yet 
then my condemnation had been 
certain : do you not ſee; 
evidently, that | have wilfally | 


ja/iy expect not onely damnation, 
bnt worſe, if worſe may be ima- | 
gined> God will have me under: | 


and make me an example of his 


The! 
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| The company preſeu! ad- 
[mired his diſcourie, fo giie- 
voully accuſing himſelt of his 
forc-paſt life ; fo gravely and 
wiſely dilating, concerning the 
judgements of God, thar they 
then were convinced, thar it 
was not frenzy or madneſle, 
that had poſleſled him: and be- 
ing as it were, in admiration of 


his eſtate, Spira proceeded in 


' 
—— 


(azain in this manner. ** Take | 


© or boaſting of fairch in Chriſt 
'©©(thougheven theſe are good): 
© that can prove one to bean 
<< abſoluce Chriftan:you know 


'*© heed to your ſelves, itis no; 
*<light or caſte marter to be a 
« Chriſtian; it is nor Baptiſm, | 
* or reading of the Scriptures, 


*< what 1 ſaid before , there|| 


'<© muſt be aconformity in life 


be Chriſtian muſt be ſtrong, 


«an! 
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* unconquerable,not carrying | | 


| 


« 
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*© againſt all oppoſirion, ro che 
« laſt breath : he muſt giveall 
«« diligence, by righteouſneſle, 
*<and holincfle, ro make his 
« calling and election fure:ma- 
* ny there arethar ſnatch arthe 
* promiſes inthe Goſpel, as if 
<« they undoubtedly did be- 
* long to them : and yet they 


<*lefſe, and being flattered by 
* rhe things of this preſent 
«world, they paſs in their. 
« courſe in quietneſſe and ſe- | 
*<curity, as if they were the 


| ©© may ſee in Saints Lukes Rich 
| 

© man : thus it was with me, 
* there 


« an obſcure profcflion, bur re- | 
« (olure ; expreſſing the Image | 
« of Chriſt, and holding our | 


< remain ſluggiſh, and care- | 


| 


© onely happy men; whom' 
< nevertheleſſe the Lord in his. 
| ** providence hath ordained 
,* ro eternal wrath; as you! 


| 


Ge ro 


67 


Luk.16. 


I o—_— - 
— ———  —— _______ 


| 68 


CO — 


A relation of the fearfull 


| 
| 


| 


my 


© therefore take heed. 
Then came one of his Ne- 
'phews, and offered him ſome 
ſuſtenance, which he diſdain- 
fully refuſing, ſo moved the 
young mans choler, that he 
charged him with hypocriſie 
m diſimulation, or trenzy ; 
| 


ro whom Spiragravely anſwe- |. 


| ring, ſaid. 
Tow may interpret the matter 
' 45 you will : but I am (ure, | am 
' not only the CA for, but the ar. 
ament and matter of the Trage- 
dy ; I would it were frenzy either 
fainea or true ; for if it were fai. 
\ ned, 1 could put it off at pleaſure. 


| if iþ were areal frenzy, yet there | 


were ſome hope left of Gods mer- 
|\Cy, Whereas now there is none : 
\for 1 know that God hath pro- 
nounced me ay enemy, and guilty 
of bigh Treaſon againſt hu Ma- 
jeſty; I ama caſt-away, a vaſſall 


*W. 4 
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| 
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| of wrath : yet dare youcall it aiſ- 
| ſembling and frenzy ; andcan 
mock at the formidable example 
of the heavy wrath of Goa, that 
 ſhowld teach you fear and terror : 
But it is natural tothe fleſh, either 
out of malic: 6r ignoranceto ſpeak 
perverſly of the works of God : 
- | The natural man diſcerneth not of | 
the things that are of God, becanſe | 
| th.q ars ſpiritually diſcerned. 
' Howcan this be ( ſaid Gri-| 
' banldus) 1hat you can thus ex- 
 cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 
. ments of God, and of the 
[graces of his holy Spirit, that 
.; you finde the yyant of them, | 
 andearnecſtly defire them ; and 
| yet you think you are utterly 
| | deprived of them. 
' | Takethisfor certain(ſaith he) 
I want the main grace of all, and 
| | that which is abſolutely neceſſary; 
| and God doth many times extort 
D moi | 
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' oſt true and ſtrange teſtimonies | || 
of his Majeſties juftice andmercy, | da 
| yea, ont of the monthes of very re- | | © 
| probates ; for even Judas, after | || ** 

he had betrayed his Maſter, was \| | th 


conſtrained to confeſs his ſin, and | ſh. 
to juſtifie the imnocency of Chriſt, | 
and therefore if I dothelike, it || lel 
is n8 new or ftranze matter : God : | 
hath taken faith from me.,and left | fir 
me other common gifts, for my | 
deeper condemnation : By how | | 
much the more I remember what 1 | | 
had, and bear others diſcourſe of | Þ* 
' whas they have, by ſo much the || "E 
' more is my torment, in that 1 
know what I want, and how there 
is vo way berdiewed. | 
T:hus,ſpake he, che tears all ;| #h 
the while trickling down 3 | 
proftſhng that his pangs were | ſu 
ſich , as that-. the.. damned : 
 wights in hell.cndure .aotchc.; | jo 
| 


like miſery. thatkiv.eftate was. 
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"I | \\ worſe then that of Cain or F«- 


| 


k 


4zs, and therefore he deſired 
to die, Tet behold (ſaith he) the 


Scriptures are accompliſhedin me ; 


they ſhall deſire to die, and death 


ſhall flie from them: And verily, 
[he ſcemed exceedingly to fear, 


fs  iJeſt his life ſhould. be drawn | 


'out to a longer thred ; and 


| | finding no eaſe or reſt,ever and 


 [anon, cryed out, -O miſerable 
wretch,0 miſerable wretch ; then 


.turning to the Company, 


he beſoughc them in this man-. 


"NET x » 

O Brethren , take a diligent 
beed to your life ; make more ac- 
count of the gifts of Gods Spirit 
then I have done ; learn to beware 
my miſery ; think not you ave aſ- 
ſured Chriſtians, becauſe you un- 
derftand ſomething of the Goſpel, 
take heed you grow not ſecure on 
that ground be conſtant and im- 
| D 2 moveable 


- et dtd 


72 


———— —— — ee — _— poet * Ut i AE — IEEE III oe 


A relation of the fearful 


OO COCA 1 9 


_——_— ——— 


— -__  , Ow o— 


moveable 11 the maintenance of || 
| your profeſsion : Confeſs even un- | 


| zil death,rf 10u be called thereto ; 
| He that loveth father, mother, 
brothers, fiſters, ſons, daughters, 
kindred, houſes, lands, mere thes 
Chriſt, © not worthy of him. 
Theſe words (ſaid they) do 
not ſound like the words of a 
wicked Reprobate. 
> T1 dobut herein imitate (ſaid 
 Spira) the rich Glutton inthe 


Cr I - HG 


; Goſpel, who thenzh in hell, yet was 

careful, that bis brethren (ould 
| not come to that place of torment :' 
and I ſay toyos Brethren, take 
heed of this miſerable eſtate 
wherein 1 am. 

Then turning himſelf co cer- 
tain young men that were pre- 
ſent, he deſired them to con- 
ceive him aright. I do not ſpeak 
thi toderezate from the certainty 


' of [avine faith,and the promijes. 


of l 


I em mee 


f 


— a 


eſtate of Francis Spira. 

' [|] of the Goſpel, for they are moſt 
veto + || [mes but take heed of relying on 
they || |1hat faith that works not a holy & 
ters || | unblameable life, worthy of 4 be- 
obs he | | liewer:credit me, it wil fail, I have 

| tryed it : I preſumed I had gotien 
)do theright faith; I preached it 10 
of others,1 bad all laces of Scripture 


in memory that might ſupport it , 
Gd I 1hought my ſelf ſure, and in the 
mean tim? living impiouſly ana 
 careleſly ; behold, now the judge- 
men's of God have overtaken mt; 
not to correction,but tocondimna- 
tion: Aud now you would have me 
to believe,but it will not be , for 1 
| feel tro late, that good things te- 
long only to ſuch as are gord, whoſe 
: ſans are covered withChriſts death 
\ and b'ood, as with a wail, and 
| guarded with his righteous merits 
| from the flood of Gods wrath ,cven 
| with a mizhty wall, leſt miſe-| 


Fabl e mortal, ſhould be ſwallowed 


—— , 
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wp with greatneſſe of their ſins : | 


A relation of the fearfs LL , 


But as for me, 1 have, as it were, | 
wilfully wich mine hands pulled | 
down this Rampire;bchinde which | 
F might have reſt:d in ſafety and | 
nom arethe ſwelling waters come 


| One of his familiar friends 


| he was overcome with melan- 


eftecm and judg of my diſtemper, 


even tomy ſoul, and Iam caſt 
away. 


chanced to ſay, T hat certainly | 


cholly ; Which being over- 
heard,Spira anſwered ; 

Wed, be it ſo, ſecing you will 
needs have it ſo; for thus alſo ts 
Gods wrath manifeſted azainſt | 
me, in that he hath taken ſrom me | 
the uſe of mine Underſtarding & | 
Reaſon, (0 &5 1 can neither rightly 


mor hope of remedy: Ton ſee Bre- 
thren, what a dangerous thing it 


| 


45,t0 ſte2 or ftay in things that con- 
cery Goa's glory; eſpecially to diſ- | 


4 


=: | 
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eftate of Francis Spira. : 


* \ || [ermble wpon any terms : What a, 


Ds LON 
DEN 


| 


488 
| 


it 


| 


almoſt aChriftian > nevir was 


i278 have 4 [word (ſaid Spira) 


earful thing is it, to be neer aud 


the like examp 'e to this of mine ; | 
and therefore, if you be wiſe, you 
will ſeriouſly conſider thereef. O 
that God would let looſe his hazd 
from me ; that it were with me 
now, 4s in times paſt, I would 
{corn the threats of the moſt cru- 
el Tyrants, bear terments with in- | 
wvincible reſolution, and glory in 
the ontward profeſsicn of Crit, | 


till 1 were choaked inthe flame, 
aud my body conſumed to 
aſhes. 

You lay, you are deſperate, 
O Spira(ſaid they,) why then 
do not ſtrive with ſome wea- 
pon. or other, violently to 
make an end of your litc, as 
deſperate men uſe rodo ? Ler 


why what, would you do with 
D 4 it, 


—— 
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A relation of the fearfull E] | 


would ;n0ve me 10, 1207 Occaſion, 
nor what I would do, 
They perceiving (mall effect | 


| ther that he grew worſe : For 
the avoiding of concourſe of 
| people ; for every dey ſeldom 
fewer then twenty continued 
with him, and to ſtop the | 
courſe of fame, which was 


quired that at their parting || 
they might pray together with 
him : Spira hardly conſented, 
and as unwillingly performed: | 
For he ſaid, Hy hrart is. 


rr 


\ite (quoth they} 7 canxot tell 


(laid he) what this minde 


all this their labour, bur ra- | | 


1 
! 


continually blown abroad of 

him; they conſult to carry him | 
| back again int) his own Coun-/ 
trey; and thoſe his friends! 
that came to comfort him, be-| 
ganto take their leaves of him: | 
| Vergerins amongſt the reſt, re-|| 


| 


"> _ eſtranzed. 


©. I. es os Ao —_ —_— 


{ 


_—_ 
— WA 


| 


Tn 


| 


W 
Ae 


= 


eftate of Francis Spita. 


eftranged from God, 1 cannot 
call him Father from my heart , 
all zood wotions are now quite 
| zoue, my heart is full of male- 


| 


diftien, hatred, and blaſphemy 
geain# God : 1 finde 1 grow 
| :0re and more hardned in heart, 
and cannot Hoop nor help my ſelf : 
Torr prayers for me ſhall turn 10 | 
your own benefit, they can as me 
y0 2004, | 

Vereerius came to take his 
leave of him, whom Spirs em- | 
bracing, ſaid, Although 1 know 
that nothing can bring any bene- 
(fit to me 4 Reprobate ; but that 
every thing (ball tend to my deep- | 
er condemnation : yet 1 give you. 
moſt hearty thanks, for your kind | 
office of lore and good will ,| 
| and the Lord retarn it anto | 
| wi 4 plentiful increaſe of all 

ood. 


| The next day being brought 
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down to his intended journey, 
| by the way looking round 
about him with a ghaſtly look, 
he ſaw a knife lying on a table, 
to which he running haſtily, 
ſnatched hold of, as intending 
ro miſchief himſelf, but his 
friends laying hold of him, 
ſtopped him in his purpoſe : 
whereupon with indignation, 
he ſaid, 1 would I were above 
God, for 1 know he will have no 
mcrcy on me. 

Thus went he homewards, 
often ſaying, that he envyed 
the condition of Cain and F#- 
das: Helay abour cight wecks 
in this caſe, in a continual 
burning, neitker deſiring, nor 


recciving any thing but by 
force, and that withour diſge- 
ſtion ſo ſpent, that he ap- 


CO mn moGe— SD - <a—R——_—_ 


peared a perfet Anatomy : 


expreſling tothe view nothing 
bur 
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| but finews and bones - vehe-| 
mently raging for drink : ever 
pining, yet fearfulto livelong: 
dreadful of Hell, yer coveting 
_ death: in a continual cormentr, 
| yethis own tormentor : And 
thus conſuming himſelf with | 
orief and horror, impatience 
and deſpair, like a living man 
in Hell : he repreſented an | 
extraordinary example of the 
juſtice and power of God. 
And thus (as far as appeareth) | 
within a few dayes after his 
arrival at his own home, he 
deparred this preſent life : Yet | 
an occafion to make us remem- | 
ber, That ſecret things bilens 
unto the Lord our God : but 
charity to man, to teach him 
to hope all things, 
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